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Course description and objectives

How can the Latin American (LAC) region move towards a sustainable development model? How can a
multidimensional approach lead to more prosperity for the citizens of the region? What developing traps
are holding back the regions development? What is the role of national and subnational institutions?

The answers to these questions are closely linked and are part of the system response the LAC region
needs to move towards a more sustainable development model. This course focuses on the challenges
and opportunities of multidimensional development and how active policies to place citizen’s well-being in
the centre can help close the developing traps of the region.

The sessions delve into specific topics in the field of sustainable development, including a macroeconomic
analysis of the region; the multidimensionality of vulnerability; the role of reinforced institutions; the impact
of climate change in the region; the challenges and opportunities of place-based solutions; and the crucial
role of the labour market.

The course draws on academic literature, but also on policy reports and specific case studies from
developing economies. The intention is to combine rigorous empirical analysis with policy-oriented
training, so students are not only able to evaluate qualitative and quantitative evidence on regional
development topics, but also use this evidence to navigate existing institutional constraints and promote
concrete policies. More than just a review of the existing literature and evidence, students will be asked to
apply the findings in a regional/place-based context through individual and group assignments.

Prerequisites

Previous knowledge of Latin American history and recent socio-political events in the region. Ability to
read and comprehend complex texts in Spanish and English.

Learning outcomes

At the end of the course, the students will have achieved:

(1) A solid overview of the theoretical literature and policy approaches on i) the major drivers behind
sustainable development, ii) labour markets and poverty, iii) the well-being and development in
transition approach, and iv) the political outcomes of bad (and good) development strategies.
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(2) Exposure to case studies from developing economies on policies related to the topics highlighted
above.

(3) The ability to critically evaluate qualitative and quantitative evidence on sustainable development
topics from both academic and policy sources.

(4) The ability to analyse existing public policies in the field of sustainable development and to
produce their own policy recommendations.

Assignments and grading

Individual assignment:

(1) Essay (1 000 words) on a question chosen by the student from a list of three on a contemporary
development challenge in a Latin American country (50%).

Group assignment (2-3 students):
(2) Joint “book review” of a report by an International Organisation on a Latin American country of
your choosing from a list of publications provided (2 000 words if group of two, 3 000 words if
group of three) (50%).

The numerical grade distribution will dictate the final grade. The passing grade for this course is 10/20.

Class participation: Active class participation — this is what makes classes lively and instructive. Come
on time and prepared. Class participation is based on quality of comments, not quantity.

Exam policy: In the exam, students will not be allowed to bring any document (except if allowed by the

lecturer). Unexcused absences from exams or failure to submit cases will result in zero grades in the
calculation of numerical averages. Exams are collected at the end of examination periods.

Course structure

Session Topic

Course overview and conceptual introduction: Latin America in transition and

Topic 1: Cloth for Wine? The productive diversification challenge

Climate vulnerability and extractive industries in Latin America

Spatial inequity: urban-rural cleavages in Latin America

Beyond GDP per capita: Post-pandemic inequalities in Latin America

Why transitions fail? Public institutions in Latin America

Going blue, going green: options for productive diversification in Latin America

No place left behind? What role for local assets and public services for regional
development

Where to next for Estados de Bienestar? Consolidating Latin American Welfare States
Informalidad y cuentapropismo: Latin American realities and labour market policy
Strengthening institutions for a better good governance
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Final Exam
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Lectures’ biography

Olivia Cugq is a Policy Analyst within the OECD Development Centre (DEV). In DEV, she coordinates and
collaborates with various reports and projects dedicated to the green transition in LAC. Before that, Olivia
worked at the Argentinean delegation to the OECD, and various subnational governments in Argentina.
Olivia holds a B.A. in Political Sciences from the Universidad de Buenos Aires (UBA), a specialization in
Public Opinion from FLACSO, a master’s in public policy from Universidad Austral and Sciences Po and a
specialization in Latin American studies from UBA and Euro Sapienza. Olivia speaks English, French, and
Spanish.

Lucas Leblanc is a Policy Analyst within the OECD Local Employment and Economic Development
Programme (LEED). In LEED, Lucas works on employment and skills policies with a focus on the local
level. Lucas has also had experience within the European Parliament and think tanks in Washington DC.
Lucas holds a B.A. in International Relations from the College of William & Mary in the US, during which
he studied abroad in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and a Master of European Affairs from Sciences Po Paris.
Lucas speaks English, French, Italian and Spanish, and is learning Portuguese.

Moodle

This course is on Moodle: Yes

Academic integrity

Be aware of the rules in Université Paris Dauphine about plagiarism and cheating during exams. All work
turned in for this course must be your own work, or that of your own group. Working as part of a group
implies that you are an active participant and fully contributed to the output produced by that group.



